Treasure Found in Runcton helps to inform the Pentagon.
Two years ago local Scenographer Pamela Howard OBE FRSA was looking for inspiration for a set of plays about the history of Afghanistan. ‘The Great Game’ She followed some green antique signs down a bumpy track to Saltham barns where she came across Julie and Rudi selling decorative antiques from a large green barn. Upon asking if they had any interesting items from Afghanistan Rudi produced a brightly colored mirror broken in places, it had definitely seen better days, but in Pamela’s eyes it held a certain charm. As it was in such a bad state it was given as a gift in the hope that it might find a new life, indeed it did.
Image the delight two years later when Pamela dropped by the antiques warehouse to tell Julie and Rudi what had become of their shabby mirror. 
Pamela while talking to the Curator Temur of Zamani gallery in Virgina USA discovered that the design around the edge of the mirror was depicting the life cycle of poppies from seed to death and then regeneration. It originated in Nuristan where the opium fields have been a way of life for generations.
She used the piece as the inspiration for the sets of twelve one act plays depicting the history of Afghanistan from 1842 through to the present day. Performed to great acclaim by Britain’s Tricycle Theatre in London, and then again touring in the States. By order of Barack Obama the Pentagon brought ‘The Great Game’ back to Washington for a two day private rerun in the hopes that the plays might help contextualized the war for solders fighting it, while better informing policymakers.
Pamela is now creating an exhibition about the set designs to be shown at Transformation and Relegation, Thursday March 17th from 6.30p.m until 9.30p.m. At the The  Royal College of Music and Drama, Cardiff. 
The Trade Antiques warehouse, Saltham Barns, Saltham lane, Runcton. South of Chichester. Po201PU www.antiques-trade-warehouse.co.uk or call 07947 108823



